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FUNERAL SERMON, 


111 12 a” 
E x E 3 R, 
en THE TENTH or APRIL SEVENTEEN HUNDALD 
, | AND NINETY, 


A. n enges 3 improvement of a fingular and very office 


tive Provipincg, which removed by DEATH Ivo.” 
YouncG PrkgoONs, 


| | BENJAMIN SMITH, jun. AND MARY SMITH, 


A Son and Davenrun of Major BENJAMIN SMITH, 
of EXETER, who both died of a CcnsUMPTION on 


the ene of APRIL geh, 1790. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE following StRMoN is preſented to 
tbe Public under ſeveral diſadvantages, which 
claim the candour of thoſe, who may condeſcend- 
to read it, The Author was ſo far from 
baving proper time to review and correct it, 
that he was obliged to deliver it in detached 
parts to the Printer, as faſt as be could copy 
it ; and was befides, under ſuch bodily indi/p9« 
fition, at the time of its going lo the Preſs, at 
to preclude that attention to it, which, even in 
the little time be had, he might otherwiſe bave 
paid, The defire of many of the bearers, and 
the hope of its being ſerviceable to ſo me ſouls, 
are the only things which the Author would 


plead, for ſuffering the diſcourſe to go abroad. 
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The nature 9 babbineſe 15 har ha- 
bitual Fer waned for death, Fc. 


| A 


FUNERAL SER MON. 


I Riv. xvi, 15. Behald I come gs a thief, 
bleſſed is be that watcheth and keepeth hi, 
garments, left be walk naked and they ſee 


Dis Shame.” 


N 


I. e bi becoming that ſuch a creature as man, | 


who is placed in a world of temptation, who carries the 
ſeeds of mortality in his boſom, who walks'on the bor- 


ders « of the grave, ang i is at the ſame time, clothed with im- 


mortality, ſhould watch and be lober. | | Eternity how vaſt ! 


big with ſolemnity the idea ! To live forever ! To 


enter on an endleſs duration of -happineſs or miſery ! To 


be by one hort, ſudden tranſition, raiſed to the fraition of 
endleſs 


> 
EC —-Vt¹ eco 


4295 


7 endlefs bliſs, or plunged down to the dark regions of ever. 


laſting deſpair ! —To ſuſtain the irreverſible ſentence 
Come ye bleſſed,” or ** Depart ye curſed” how ſolemn ! And Ar 


ought not every man to be in conſtant expectation of this 

_ criſis ! Ought not every fon of Adam to feel himſelf as juſt uh 
within the hearing of the ſummons, as juſt about to make im] 

| his ſolemn exit, and to enter on that grand point in the reve- by. 

| lutions of the divine government; the period when the fate 

| bd millions is once for all to be decided? Oh how proper. 410. 
that all the powers of 1 man be ſwallowed up in the frequent, 

and realizing anticipation of theſe events,! And is this in 

deed his character? Does he whe boaſts of reaſon, free-will But 
and likeneſs to the Deity, by thus ating, duly i improve the ture 


powers with which he is entruſted ? Strange infatuation ! dict 
Foeliſh madneſs! How irrational is the reaſoner! Inſtead e \ 
of this, if we will look round upon the world, We mall find 1 
the moſt of men but *' children of « larger greautb, ' pleaſed ne 
with trifles, giddy in the purſuit of ſhadows, immerſed in en 
vain, fruitleſs cares, keadlels of futurity, ſome ripping gay» aa! 
Iy along, others harraffed with pains, others worried with Ject : 
; diſappointments ; but Rill trifle, till alas, the triflers are no ou 
more! They plunge, they fall, they die, and die eternally n 
too. Awful cat aftrophe They never rouſe From their fatal me 
enfar 

ftupidity ; never wake, till in hell they “ i ap ibeir wo 
eyes being in torment 1” This, alas, 13 the fate of millions 1 Wt 
Por © co ' wide? 16 be Late,” and bread 4 *. os which leaddh 5 


| * 100 Ni 
3 — iel. 


25 7 — 1 25 40. 17 Thus "Pall go away _ 
everlofing ponent: but the righteous int life dernat.”” ns 


W 
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fate we are all in danger, and without the prevention of 
divine grace we ſhall certainly experience it, How kind 
then, how ſeaſonable is the ad monitien of our text ! I! is 


ft | vſhered in with a call to attention, az though ſomething of 


importance were to follow. It is an addreſs to mortal:, 


S by him. who ig filed, the Alpha and Omega, even to heed: 
del leſs, dying, yet immortal men. Behold, ©* Behold 1 come, as 
r. bi,, Bleſſed is be that watcheth, &c.“ It is highly probable, | 
ie that this paſſage has a. prophetic ſgnifcation, and points 
n io ſome inte reſting e in the kingdom of Providence. 
in But it is an old, and juſt remark, that ſuch paſſages of ſcrip- 
e ture have commonly a double reference, 4 ſingle pre- 


a! dicion often points to two or more object. In conformity 
WF which general rule, we may conſider the text, as pre- 
4 { dictiog an intereſting temporal event, and at the ſame 


mme roufing the attention ef men, to the great decifive . 


events, which they are to paſi through; preparatory to their 


16 defiraBion, and many there by aubich goa burton. Of wis 9 


final allotments in eternity. Surely my brethren, no ſob- 
th ject Is calculated to engroſs y our deepeſt attention like this. 
Can you love your-intereſts, and not feel concerned in ſuch 


un an intereſting ſubjeR ? Let me hope they "tos your Giribus | 


and prayerful attention, while I endeavour to illuſtrate and 


* epa to ſhew, 


1 

2 EY; The import of 125 uu . * Behold 1 come a8 8 
1 thief, „ 

** | | Wo , N f FR : 
_ ak 2:25 . B 


% 


enfarce,. the folemn inſtruction contained i in this pallage, by 7 


7 


2, What. Ihe”, | 
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What it is to watch, on geg the en in refer - 
ence + theres and e ng: f IA d n 


3. The bletednef 4s * whe 1 bad kecpen 
dis garments in the ſenſe of the text. 


Then will follow an improvement, ſuited to the ſubjecb, 
and the ſolemn occaſten on which we are eee To te- 


8 * 5 A R 3 * 
turn. A ; 4 * 2.9 8 th 8 a #4 = +»: . * * * * "4: $A * 40 41 «VB k 
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7. Tam to point out the import of the declaration 
«© Behold I come a3 a thief." Pa | | | 


WT 


k k 
* 


| Tt has already been biotes whoi is the Sorkin ſpeaking; [ti is 
no other than Jeſus Chriſt. To bim all power in heaven and 
earth, is committed. He conduts the great events of provi. 
denee, he ſuperintends the affairs of his Church, and he it is, 
who will finally render <*unto every one according 70 his works,” 


The period of time to which the declaration refers, may be 


_ Conkidered, either that of death or the final jadg ment. But 
becauſe death carries in it to Lach individual, nearly all 
the important concernments, of the deciſire trial. it may be 
proper to view it with a particular reference to our diſdola- 
5 tion. | ” 

At death men finiſh their probiationary' ſtate, they enter 


upon the retributions of eternity, and feel the immenſe con- 


ſequences of obedience or diſogediegse o the goſpel. 
refereace to this event, Chriſt may be juſtly ſaid to come ag 


2 chief. It will not be eee to be very particular, in 


* 


* or unfolding 


t 2 ä 1 wth. 


(ar. 75 „ 
Abdi ths pertineney ef the fimilithde here-uſed, li 


ſufficient to vbſerre, that what the compariſon prineipally : 


zaplies, and enfortes,' refoelting.; :Chrift's coming, is, the 
faddenneſs and unexpectedneſs of it';his coming ſoon, and 
be fore we are aware of it, This, in moſt inſtances, is the 
ature of his approach in the hour of mortality. He ſteaty 
upon mankind ſoon and' untxpetedly, * How 1 many are called 
to the grave in infaticy, and childhodd f H6w many youth | 
in the bloom and vigour of life are cht down ſuddenly” by | 
the arreſts of death ! How many alas, are - hurried from 
ſcenes of gaiety to the grave, from licentious revels to the 
dread tribunat! How many are ranning a round of criminal | 
:ndulgences, regardleſs of God, deſpiſing Chriſt, and feat« 
leſs of futurity ; bit death, like the Angel meetiag Balaam, 
ſteps'ſuldenty in their way, and intercepts them in their 
career. They are affrighted, they ſee, though hitherto lit- 
tle aware of i it, that eternity is juſt before them, they-ſhud. 
der at the proſpect, they die. How | many thouſands are 
eut down i ina ſudden and \unexpeted hour in the held of | 
battle! What vaſt multitudes are inflantancouſly ſwept 2” 
way by unforſeen accidents! How many ſeamen are obliged 
ſuddenly, to make the involuntary plunge, not only into the 
briny waters, but i into the ſhoreleſs ocean of eternity ! Vaſt | 
pambers of each ſex and of every age Who enjoy domeſtie ad- 
vantages, and live under the meridian blaze of revealed 
truth, who yet, even while they hug, their iniquities, cry 
pracey peace to themſelves under the treacherous deluſon of a 
long life to come, chuſe to be as preat Rangers as poſi ble to | 
| 5 Etornity | ; 


Aj 44 3 


„ 
eternity, rid themſelves of all ſerious. refledion , who ſeek ſas 


numberleſs . to ãntoxicate their minds, and call 


theic attention from-the grave, who ſtille the honeſt diQates 


of conſcience, reſiſt the remonſtranees of reaſon and ſerip- 


ture, run the-whirl of impiety, but are . ſuddenly ent off 
and that without remedy.” To fuch Chriſt emphatically 
comes as athief. How ſudden, how unexpected their tran- 
nition ! There are frequent inſtantes i in Which men of buſi- 
neſs are in an ynlook'd for and ſurpriſing. manner ſummoned 


into eternity. From the midft of worldly cares, and ſenſu 


al objects, they are called to converſe with inviſible realities, 
While they are forming projects, and laying deep ſchemes 
For the acquiſition of temporal objects, while they are eager 
In the chaſe of wealth, and honour, and are looking forward 
to foture feenes of earthly ßgure and dignity, they are in 
many inſtances ſuddenly ſnatched from the objects which 
they love moſt, are obliged to bid adies to the world, and 
to meet their judge. There are inaumerable | ways, in 
which we may by an unexpeRed tranſition, paſs from this 


into the eternal Kate. Diſorders may have taken deep root 


in our conſlitution before we are awate, They may be con- 


fuming us by ſpeedy advances, while we are flattering our- 


| ſelves with days, and years to come, in long ſacceſion.. And 


eren in the moſt favourable view of the matter, when dif. 
eaſes are of a lingering nature, and perſons have undiſputed 


admonitions of the approach of death, yet, in this caſe, ob= 


| ſervation aſſures us it is often unexpeed, | Death 5 ie - bt | 
event of painfal confideration to moll men. It is an event, 


which they love to put far didnt. Bren wica the decays of 
; | nature 
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nature 
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nature bear indubitable preſages of its approach, they are un- 
willing to realize that it is at hand. They wiſh to live. 
They hope that they ſhall live ; and they cannot admit an 
oppoſite idea. Under the moſt threatning circumſtances 
they flatter themſelves, that ſome application or incident, 
will give a favourable turn to their diſorder, and lead on te 
a recovery; but death . comes, their hopes are blaſted, and 
. after all they are ſurpriſed into eternity. In ſhort, whe:'--- 
we are in the vigour of health, or labouring under infirmi- 
ties, though we but little realize the fact, our frame is but 
a tottering ſtructure. Death is at the door. Time is con- 
ſtantly on the wing. The ſand is incefſantly running, and 
the laſt muſt ſoon fall. | So that even in the longeſt and 
molt healthful life, death may be ſaid to fleal on us by ſwiſt 
advances, The language of the ſacred penman is partieu - 

larly bold and ſtriking on this ſubject. % New my days are 
Jwifter than a poſt, they ee away, they fee no good. They are 


= paſſed away as the favift ſhips, as the eagle that hafleth 4% 1 | 


prey. Ts there nut an appointed ime unto man? Are not his 
days alſo like the days of .an bireling 2 . cometh forth like 4 
flower and is cut down, be fleeth alſo as a acc and conti- 
nuetb not. Such, my friends, is the voice of ſcripture, of 
experience, and of the preſent ſolemnities. We are all, whe- 
ther old or young, male or female, whether gay or ſerious, 
ſearleſs or fearful of death, whether flumbering in canal 
ſecurity, or ſpiritually wakeful, travelling to the tomb, and 
are probably much nearer to it than we appreberd. Our 
fathers have fallen aſlcep. Millions who as little real- 
ized the certainty and nearneſs of death as we do now, have 
S [Lew ed 


0 


Pd 
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bo ve i to the king of terrors in ſucceſſive generations, and 
the ſame debt is till due to nature; ſo inevitably due, that 


none of us can be exempted from it, For it is appointed 
unto all men once to die, and after death the judgment, Our 


neigkbonrs and acquaintance, one after another, of which | 


we have an affe ding inſtance before us, are crumbling to 


che duſt. Death knocks at the door, and the object of his 


miſſion falls a victim to his ſtroke. The call then both dy 
Revelation, and the providence of Gos comes emphatical- 
ly addreſfed to all of us, and particularly fo at this time, 
«© Behold I come as a chief.“ Bat for what ead doth Chriſt 
come as a thief ? For what purpoſes doth he thus ſteal upon 

the childrea of men in the event of mortality Is it mere. 
| ly to teparate them from temporal objects? Is it merely 9 


lay proſtrate a feeble body? No. It is to carry into execu- 
| tion the plan of his goverament in the allotments of the re · 
tributi ve ſtate. It is to diſlolge the ſoul, and either to in- 


troduce i it to the manſions of endleſs reſt, or to conſign ĩt to a 


5 of 
| | FE. 4 | 


| Hate of everlaſting | puniſhnent, according to. the things. 
done in the body. This may lead us to realize the propri - 
ety of the emphatic exclamation, Bebold. _ This. certainly 
is a challenge of our attention and moſt ſerious. obſervance, | 
Fo particularly with reſpet to the ſolema ive. of death. | 
„ Behold, Attend mortals, confidar ye theughtlef, wain, and gid- 
« 47 creatures, Ses the deſolation which death, is making around. 
& you. See how fal the tide | of tine is bearing you into the. 
© ocgan of eternity. See how untxp4Bedly thouſands around, 
* you 470 callid ta their ſri bow they fall beneath the froks. 


0 19) 
«of the bing of tirrors as gro/s bun the Land of the mauer, 
4% how mo condition i life is exempied, and be ure il at J6u 
80 perſonally will ſoon be-arrified, and that your irreverſ Ele 
7e trial it at band. Confider this, ye who ferget G OD. 4t- 
ec tend to the things which belong: to your gence, ft they be for- 
* ever bid from your eyes. Now is the accepted time, now ic 


| 70 the day of ſalvation . This condemns our unapprebenſive- 


neſs of the coming of Chriſt at death, and our diſpofiticn 
zo throw eternity at a diſtance as the moſt deluſive, ſtopid 
folly of which. we are capable; and points ont the infinite 
importance of the 2 55 conduct. n n me th 
ew as was e 3 4 


"th . What i it is to watch, 5 keep the paments in $i nh 
ence to the coming, of Chriſt. The term aca/ch is probably 
a figure drawn from che buſineſs of 4 centinel, whoſe * 
vin ce it is to keep a vigilant eye oyer the city, camp, or 

goods, placed under bis care, and to give the earlieſt notice 


of every hoſtile, and threatning appearance; and implies 2 
wakeful ſober & faithful attention to our duty, This phraſecls- 
gy * heeperh his garments,” is doubtleſs,a metapbor taken from 
common life, and is deſcriptive of that purity and ſanctity, 


which chriſtians are bound to preſerve in expect ation ef 
ſoon meeting their Saviour and Judge, Keeping of the gar- 


ments may either have teſpect, to the preſerving of them | 


[| neat, clean, and in decent order; ot a ſecuring of thew 


in poſſeflion, ſafe from the hands of the ſpoiler, Garments | 
are kept in the firſt ſenſe, when they are prelerved nem 


Wl; and every kind of pollution. They are kept in the © 
latter 


—— 


i 
N 
| 


"ent 


Jatter ſenſe, when his are in ſecure and known. poſſeſſion 3 


and are at hand for immediate {ervice. 80 that to watch 


and keep the garments 1s, without a figure, tq keep conſtantly 


in view, as far as the unavoidable cares of life will admit, 
3 


he certainty, nearneſs, and vaſtly weighty conſ-quences of 


death; to manntain in reference to It, a ſtri g and prayer- 


ful inſpection over our hearts and lives ; ; to beware of the 


"temptations to floth and ſenſuality which may beſet us; 
to keep ourſelve, pure and unſpotted from the world te 
| have our grac2s in exerciſe, our chriſtian armoar' on, our 
| field of faith in hand, and ve in all reſ92% ready to meet | 
our GOD. Oae great ohe of Cd's m2Aixtion was to 
| redeem his people from their fins, to tranflate them from 
darkaeſs to light, to dell in the u by his grace, to warm 
them with holy De, to polat their min1s forward to things 


inviſible an4 immartal, to enlarge their views, elevate their 


| bopes and en ue them with ſach ſpiritual ſtrength, as to 


enable them ta riſe, in 2 good degree at leaft, above the 
fromns and flatteries, the ſedutions an follies of this pre- 
feat evil world; aad that clothed with aſobzr, 4a 14 affecti- 
onate regard, to the greateſt ohje &s and events in the uni- 
verſe, they migat ſhine as lights in the midſt of a crooked | 
and perverſe nation, 80 that then, and then only, do pro- 


feſſei chriſtians comport with the delign and tendency of 


our aoly religioa, thea only do they at worthy of their 


high vocation whea thay live a3 dying mea; Wen ie 
on feeling: and views correſpoad with the demands of chriſtian 


duty; When they conduct under the influence, of the 


£ weighty truths of the goſpel,are deaf to the inſiaustions of 


vice 


* 


(17) 

vice, are reſolved in divine ſtrength to conflict with world. 
ly allurements, at from principles of difiitereſted love to 
Goo, to Carer and men; and, having their eye fixed, on 
the honour of n 18T, and the decifions of the reſurrecti- 
en morn, carefully endeavour, to maintain conſciences and 


examoles, void afofF:nee towards Gop and towards men. 


Thos i it was with the holy patriarchs, apoſtles and primitive 
ehriſtians. They declared plainly that they fought a city. 


ET hey 0 71670 at in the 201 of fi vers, nor /at in the heat of the 
feerntul. ' They Inted not at the things which are een 


and are temporal, but at thee things which are 207 feen ard 
are eternal. Taflienced by the precepts of their Mafter, 


and impreT:1 with a-deep ſonſe of the all important eon- 


cern nents of his kingdom and of the fature world, aiming 
at his glory and the beſt intereſts of men; they wre ſtled with 


temntation, were unmoved by the threats of the powerful, 
and patiently carried their croſs even unto death. Such is 


| the diftinguiſhing character of the true chriſtian, Thus 


mut he do who would yield obedience to the duty urged in : 
the text. He muſt think much, and with ſerious, ſelf-ap- 


plication, on death, judgement, heaven and hell. It muſt 


be his concern to manifeſt a loyal attachment to the Sa- 


vidur of the world, even in the moſt trying conflicts. It | 
muſt be his object ſtrictly to adhere to CuRIsST's require- 


meats, to whacever temporal evils it may ſubject him. 


Duty, with him, muſt ever have the  aicendency over his 
intereſts and ſelf-gratification. It muſt be his butineſs ts 
watch againſt the influence of bad example, againſt the cor- 

ruptions of his oA heart, the infidious perſuafions ef finners 


and 


4 18 5 
and the wiles of whe devil. He muſt commune” with- Gow, 


and pray left: he enter into tamptation. 27 purene/r, We los- 


r 


r cet 17 the ons if ward; b the armour of * 
160, he muſt egyſientioully follow the light of inſpired 
truth, g/orif5ing 69D - in his body and /pirit which are bit. 
Alis like this, 1 apprebend it is, to watch/ and keep 
e garments in. reference. ta C ani approach, Fox 

Bt I would infiſt on perfection as attainable f in this life, os 
as a neceſſary prerequiſite to our .acquitance at the hes 
of GOD. But inaſmuch as, . *vitbout bulineſe 10 man 


fall ee GOD, and as that holivels, on which the ſeriptures | 


inſiſt, eſſentially includes the ſpirit, | life, and charakter, 


I have curſorily deſcribed; it muſt be, that in- theſe things 
conſiſts the nature of that watching, and keeping of the gar- 


- which are neceſſary: to an for Chiift's 


coming. 
We are now to 3 
3. The bleſſedneſs of the man who 1 and a hook 
eth his garments, ** Bleſſed is be \that watcheth and keepe 
#th his garments, left he walk naked and they ſee bis ſhame,” 
Far different is the ſtate of this good man, from his, who 
is deſtitute of the garment of righceouſneis, and the ſhame 
of whoſe impiety, worldly mindedneſs, ſenſuality, and 


floth is ſeen, His bleſſcdneſs begins even in this world. 


 Virtive is. its own reward. Holineſs and happineſs are in- 
f ſeparably connected. It is his to be able, in the triumphs 
of a well grounded faith, to ſay, © ce If 60D be for us, who 
can be againſt ws ? Who ſball . 7 ptrate us from the love of 
wo | Cid. 


41 Y 
Cbrif? fall e er perfacation, er babe or peril 

or ſeuord ? Nay in all theſe things, aue are more than con- 
„ I querors, His, is that hope which throws an animating luſtre on 
the proſpeQs of futurity. His, is that holy ſerenity of ſoul, 
ed IN that inward peace amidſt the florms of a\ tumultuous world 
if, which CHR II left as his laſt legacy to his diſciples. His iti 
N to anticipate the bliſs of the redeemed in glory, His 38 
dot that ſubſtantial joy, which reſults from humble and filial” 
or | communion with the bleſſed Gov, Without | however, 
bar || attempting to delineate thoſe inward pleaſures of ſoul, 
ran | which are immediately connected with ſuch watchfulneſs 
res | anddiligence in duty, which are known only to the expes* 


er, ricnced chriſtian, and by him are better known by expe- 
1g* || rience, than conceived by deſcription, I would obſerve, 
r. | that he is peculiarly bleſſed in that he is prepared for 
Rs || death. He can or has reaſon to ſay with St. Paul“ Tam 
in « firait betwixt two, having a defirs to depart and be with © 
7 2 Chrift which is far beiter. Other men, in general, unleſs + 
*P- | blinded by ſome groundlefs, deluſory notions of Gov, his 
* Sovernment, or themſelves; tremble at the proſpect of ; 


. | geath. Let them in a ſolitary moment turn a thought 5 
he | that they muſt die, anda cold chill of anxiety runs through 5 
ie them- When they think of launching: into eternity, with 
nd any ſerious realizing apprehenſions of it, it is with adeep- | 


felt horror. A conſciouſheſs of guilt, throws a gloom over 
n- mortality which is very hideous, But the pious watchful 
bs cdriſtian, who conſcientiouſly endeavours to keep himſelf” 
% unſpotted from the world, and who lives in habitual | 

off view of things inviſible, has learnt te die. Death is ne 
Fo „ ſtranger 


1 
franger to him, but one of his familiars. He can bid him 
welcome, and when called, with tranquility reſign his ſpi- 
rif into the hands of his Saviour. 
ſo ſaddenly, it is nought to him, Let the manner of kis dif. 
ſolution be ſpeedy, or lingering, he ſtands equipt, and all 


is happy. He lays down bis corruptible, but to put on incore. 


ruption 3 and his mortal, but to put en immortality. After 
Then he finds himſelf 
richly rewarded far his watchfulneſs and diligence, his 
Then he finds that. avh0y0- 


death his bleſſedneſs is compleat. 


prayerfulncfs and ſelf-denial. 


ever hath, to him ſhall be given, and he ſhall have abundance, 
% Bleed 


He experiences the truth of our Lord's aſſertion. 
are thoje ſervants, whom their Lord, when he cometh,ſhall find 


ſo doing ; verily 1 /ay unto you, he fhall gird bi nſelt, and male 
them fit d6wn, and will come forth and ſ er ve them. Then be 
comes to the general offembly and church of the rf born, % GOD. 


the Juage of all, and to ſpirits of juſt. mer. mage ferfed, and to 


Fe/us the mediator of the new covenant, and to an innumerable 


company of Angels. 


ceed all deſcription. 
_ rives ſafe to that bleſſed world, becomes perfect in his mo- 
ral character, is ſecure from the infection of ſin, is beyohd 


the reach of pain, is a pure and holy ſpirit, ernobled in his 
. faculties, is admitted into the boſom of GOD as his al- 


mighty and unalterable friend, enjoys Chriſt in all the ful“ 


neſs of his mediatorial glory, and aficciates, in the enjoy. 
ment of perfect and endiſturbed love, with holy Saints and 


5 Angels. In wort he becomes the eternal ſubject of that 
| bleſſedn es 


= 


Let death come ever 


The joys of Heaven which zre the 
portion of the watchful, humble chriſtian, do indeed ex- 
The happy individual u ho once ar- 


( (#1 5 
blefſedneſs which ere bath not * nor car. heard, mop” ur 
heart of man conceived, a bleſſedneſs which will never cloy: 
but will be enjoyed with the moſt exquiſite reliſh, and s 
which will laſt when monuments of human art and induſ- 
thy have gone to ruins, when the pride of empire is no 
more, and millions of ** have wafted away. 


b 


IM RROY EMENT.. '* 
1. Tt is natural in the review of our fubje& to panſe & 
moment and wonder at the flupidity of carnally ſecure 
finners. Such is the certainty, and the nearneſs, ſuch is fre- 
quently the unexpectedneſs, and the folewn ifve 
of the coming of Chriſt at death; ſuch is the natere,'im- 
portance and bleſſedneſs of chriſtian watebfulneſs, and ſane- 
tity; z and yet, what very little attention is paid by mankind | 
in general to the event, or to the duties which are veceſ- 
fary in preparation for it! In what a deplorable and as 
farming lethargy are mankind plonged! What an awf- 
bliadneſs-to our higheſt concerns bath happened to vs | We 
know we muſt die. We know we may die ſoon, yew in al 
inllant. We believe we are accountable. But yet, whirl as 
way our time, as though it were nothing worth. 'Thou- 
ſands are like the rich man in the goſpel ſaying, ſoul take 
thine caſe, The poiſon has infinuated itſelf deeply, The 
iofatuation has ſpread far and wide. Nor is it confined to 
the ignorant and obſcure ; 5 but men of ſenſe and learnings. 
as readily as any, ſink under the faſcinating power of it. 


Hew many men are there of brilliant abilities, in cori 


11 


(ny 


cal, literary and political reſpecti, who have no principler 
at all by which they expect to die: who tre as abſolutely 
regardlefs of futurity as the verieſt lamp of flupidity in 1 · 
ture. II aſtoniſhment could find the boſoms of angels, one 
would ſuppoſe they would be deeply aſtoniſked at ſuck con- 
A. | SD OI Tha | 


4 


2. From our ſubject we are led to reflect, how Rupidly, 


and how fatally do thoſe miſtake, who build their hopes of 
falvation upon a mere profeſſion, and their ſuppoſed outward 
morality, while they are really deftitute of the power of 
_ godlineſs' and all rea! conformity to the gofpel. We fee 
from the inſtructions of ſcripture and the examples of holy 
men which are left on ſacred record; that it eſſentially be- 


1 longs to the true follower of Chrift, to watch ; and aſſidu- 75 


; ouſly to ſtrive to keep his garments clean; to maintain the 


@hriſtian conflict; to guard, with conſcientious ſtritneſs, a- 5 
gainſt all the approaches of ſin; to make religion a buſineſs 3 
to walk with God, in ſocial, and ſecret prayer, and to live as a 


ſtranger Og ſeeking a city which is to comes 


| Whoſe builder and maker is Gop. Yet. how many are 
there who call themſelves by the name of Chriſt, and ex- 
pet the rewards of his kingdom, while they are abſolute 


| ſtrangers to the transforming agency of divine grace, to all 
holy exerciſes, to trae chriſtian wate hfalneſs, and are in 
fact not the ſubje ds of that ſpiritual mind which is life and 
peace, but of that carnal mind which is death; are con- 


formed to the world, to the maxims, indulgences, ſpiritual 


| Qath, pride, aud folly of i the Are there got many preſent of this 
daleriptias 


| 
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deſcription ? Takebeed, [i intreat you my friends, lf 4 
promije bring lift, jome of you ſhould frm to fall Port of it, 
Remember that Chriſt i is coming in the clouds, aad that every 
eye /apll ſee bin. Bleed i is he, and he only , who watcheth and 
heepeth his garments, With reſpect to the worldly and pol- 
luted finner, he hall walk nated and they ſhall fee his ſhame, 
Gos hath ſaid he will earch Feruſalem with candler, and the 
men who are ſuttled on their lees, that the bypocrites Lope ſhall 
periſh, and that all they that truſt in lying wvanities ball be 
confounded, Chriſt is coming as @ thief} and bis Fen it it 
bir hand, he will tbrougbly purge his Poor, and gather bis 
wheat into his garner, but the chaff be will zur] with ur- 
fuenchable fre, What aſtoniſhment and ſurpriſe will over- 
whelm the graceleſs pro feffor, when he appears unbodied 


| before the throne of infinite purity, when he is weighed 
Jia the balance and found wanting! What a ſad tranſitions 
| whata tremendous plunge, from the keight of delufire 
neſs; 


hope, to abſolute andendleſs deſpair! Salt is good, but if © 


| the ſalt have loft its ſavour wherewith ſhall it be ſalted ? 


Tris henceforth good for wothing, but 10 be 2 out and to ie 
troddex wnder foot 5 men. | 


3. . ſabjeg teaches us that true chriſtians, who have 
the love of G9D and ef Cas Ir ſhed abroad in their hearts, 
have no reaſon to be afraĩd of death. They are of the nem- 
ber of thoſe who watch and keep their garments. And our 
divine Rde-m er, he who hath the keys of the inviſible. 


| world. who utrerh and no man openeth ; and openeth and no 


mar Auttah, pronounceih them bleed. Death therefore 
„„ to 


(24) | 

% them is no enemy, but a friendly meſſenger from the. fas 
her of love, to tranſlate them to a higher ſtation, and more 

exalted employments i in his kingdom. Hleſed are the. dead 
*vho- die in the Lord, From benceforth, yea laith the ſpirit, ibat 
they may ref! from thtir labours and their wor ks do follow them. 


4. The truths which have been ſoggeſled, in coincidence 
with the melancholy & afflicti ve event, which has convened 
us together, may be improved to awaken all of us of this 


_ aſtembly, from that ſpiritual lethargy into which, as appears” _ afſe 
from too viſible evidences, we are ſunk, and to 158106 in all, 1 
eſpecially i in careleſs impenitent finners, old and young a kin 
deep ſolicitude to ſecure the one thing needful. The deet- bing 

five inſtructions of GOD's word, and the uniform. experience fam 

of paſt times, unitedly declare that death i is ſtealing upon us a br 

by haſty approaches. They declare that none are exempt oft] 
from his ſtroke, however little it may berealized, and - leſs 
ever imperceptible bis approach may be. They pr witl 

| that our days are as a hand breadth, and that eternity 80 . 
before os. Hence the alarming language of the text, unc 
comes addrefſed to every one of us, Babel I come as 4 ' pou 

__ thief, bliffed is Be that wwatchith and keeptth bis garments left by aw? 
wall naktd and they ſee his ſame. The ſingularly afflictive "=* | 
23 inſtances of mortality which hare called us together on the - whe 
preſent occaſion, are but an echo to this folemn addreſs of "um 
inſpired truth. The two young: perſons who lie breathlefs ; od 
before az, &who e bodies are now j0-be laid in the celd, dark hg 

_ manſion of the grave, were but a little time fins, i in the ace, | *. 
tivity of life; and had perhaps as little apprehenſion, of be- 5 Iu! 


ins | der 


(#5) 


lag ſo ſoon ſummoned out of the world as any. of us preſent: 2 
They had the advantage of youth on their fide, and Proba. 
bly, had youthful proſpects. But behold, they are ub more, 
Their limbs are faſt bound in the iron bands of death. The 
voice which addreſſes you they hear net. 175 is true their 
death was not ſo ſadden as is that of ſome others. Their 
diſorder was ſomewhat of a lingering nature, but who of this 
aſſembly expected, a few months ago, that death was fo 
near them? Who of us marked them out as the victims of the 
king of terrors ? Who of us expected that fo complicated, ſo 
ſingular, ſo heavy an affliction, would befal the mourning 
family, as that of which we are now the ſpectators : To ſee 
a brother and fiſter ſo ſoon, in the midſt of youth, called out 
of the world together; and to ſee them lying together breath- 
deg ee ples, as they now do, can hardly fail of filling us, 
with a deep ſenſe of our frailty, and the abſolute uncertain- 
ty of life, and our conflant expoſedneſs to death. Oh how 
uncertain are all human things ! What is our life but a Va- 
pour which appeareth for a little time and then vaniſheth 
away? Verily man at his beſt eftate is altogether vanity* 
* is not my deſign to give the characters of our friends, 
- whoſe funeral ſolemnities we are attending. Had my ac- 
quaintance with them been ſo intimate as to have fnraifh. 
- ed me for the tak, I have too ill an opinion of the practice, 
in which ſome indulge themſelves, of drawing the charac- 


ters of the dead, on occaſions like this, that 1Twukſt hays ex- : 


cuſed myſelf from undertaking it; Let us rather my friends, 
make it our object to improve this ſolemn event, in coinci- 
dence with the inftrutions of our ſubjeQ, to eur own ſpirit- 
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oat quickening, and pre aration for the ſame change through 
which our young friends have paſſed. The ſame intereſt. 

ing change i is before us all, and is juſt at hand. The lan. 
| _ guage of this providence. to every one of us, notonly to the 
young. but to the middle aged, to the old, to all, is, © Be 
ye alſo ready, for in ſuch an hour as ye think not the ſon of 
man cometh. We muſt all launch on that far diftant voyage 
from which there is no return. We muſl leave theſe bo. 
dies to be the prey of worms, and our ſouls, our proper 
ſelves, muſt appear diſembodied before the tribunal of him, 
who ſearcheth the hearts, and trieth the reins of the children 
of men; aud who will render unto every one according to 
his works. Oh the ſolemnities of the deciſive jodgement! 
How infinitely momentous that period And what, my 

friends, think you will anſwer the purpoſes of that day ? 
With what recommendations, under what circumſtances 
- ſhall we wiſh then to meet our Judge? Will then, ye re- 
jectere of Chriſt, your houſes, your fieids, your acquifitions 
aof worldly wealth avail you ? Will it comfort you that you 
have eat the bread of care fulneſs and confumed your time 
and firength in accumulating earthly ſubſtance, while you 
have neglected Ge p and yours ſouls? Will then any ſup- 
* poſed beauty of form, force of genius, or faſhionable indul- 
gences and follies avail you? Will then any empty profeſſi- 


- > ans; or lukewarm morality, reſulting from mere ſelfiſhneſs, 


* *- nota regard to Gop's glory, be all, that you will need? 
Will any falſe,ſelf-fattering notions of the divine character, 


of yourſelves, or of the doctrines, duties, & infinite concera- 
ments of relivien, which ſo much holder vou up in your 8 


pes 


aire 


C27 4. 

, 4e NOW, Avail you at that intereſting period? Oh n.. he 
gh Every nak of falſehooJ and hypocriſy will then be pulled 

of. The (elf. flattering dreams of fingers who cry peace 

ia the midſt of thetr iaiquities will forever vaniſh away; | 
he and the hearts of all will be weighed in the impartial bal- ; 
Be ance of Omaiſcient Holineſs. Then nothing will avail us 

of but anintereſt in Chrift; that living faith in bim, which 
ge avorketh by Hue, Purifieth tbe heart and overcemerh „le evorld: 
Oe Then thoſe only will be "bleſſed, | "who bave watched 4 
er kept their garments. Let me exhort you then wy dear friends,” 
mn, to watch and keep your garments, Make Gov in Chrit 
en your refuge, Submit to the overtures of divine wercy.” 
to | Senſible of your gvilt, and juſt expoſedneſs to endleſ ruin, 
t! vy to the arms ofa Saviour. Take up the croſs of ſelf. deni - 
ny al and follow Chriſt. Be chriflians indeed, in heart and 
y? || 2!l manner of converſation. If you will not cemply vith 


ces | this your obvious and immediate duty, be affured your por- 
e- | tion muſt be to lie down in ſorrcw. If you will comply 
NS with it and ſubmit to Chriſt, as the Goſpel direfs, and 
on | your higheſt interefts demand, time and eternity will ſmile 
me | upon you. You will triumph over death, and at the laſt 
fo'emn day of account, receive the welcome of Jeſus, % Cons 


ye blefjed of my faiber, inherit the kingaem Eden for you 7 
rem the feundatien of the r. 


I now beg your patience, while I cloſe with + Kor 4. 
ireſs to the mourning and aflidted family. 3 


— 
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val quickening, and preparation for the ſame change through 


which our young friends have paſſed. The ſame intereſt. | 


ing change i is before us all, and is Juſt at hand. The las- 
| | guage of this providence to every one of us, notonly to the 
young, but to the middle aged, to the old, to all, is, . Be 
ye alſo ready, for in ſuch an hour as ye think not the ſon of 
man cometh. We muſt all launch on that far diſtant voyage 
| from which there i is no return. We muſfl leave theſe ho. 
dies to be the prey of worms, and our ſouls, our proper 
| ſelves, muſt appear diſembodied before the tribunal of him, 
who ſearche:h the hearts, and trieth the reins of the Children 


of men ; aud who will render unto every one according to 


| his works, Oh the ſolemnities of the deciſive jodgement! 
How infinitely momentous that period ! And whar, my 
friends, think you will anſwer the purpoſes of that day? 
With what recommendations, under what circumſtances 
- ſhall we wiſh then to meet our Judge ? Will then, ye re- 
jectere of Chriſt, your houſes, your fields, your acquiſitions 
of worldly wealth avail you ? Will it comfort you that you 
- have eat the bread of care fulneſs and conſumed your time 
and firength in accumulating earthly ſubſtance, while you 
have neglefted Geb and yours ſouls? Will then any ſup- 
7 poſed beauty of form, force. of genius, or faſhionable indul- 


gences and follies avail you? Will then any empty profeſſi- 
.. > ans, or lukewarm morality, reſulting from mere ſelfiſhneſ;, 

not a regard to God's glory, be all that you will need! 
Will any falſe,ſelf-flattering notions of the divine character, 


of yourſelves, or of the doctrines, duties, & infinite concern- 
ments of religion, which ſo much holder vou up in your 
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ane NOW, Avail you at that intoreting period ? Oh n., 


Every nak of falſehood and hypocriſy will then be pulled 
of. The ſelf. flattering dreams of fingers who cry peace 


ja che midſt of thetr iaiquities will forever vaniſh away; N 


and the hearts of all will be weighed in the impartial bal-⸗ 
ance of Omaiſcient Holineſs. Then nothing will avail us 


but anintereſt in Chriſt; that living faith in bim, which \ 


aworketh by He, Purifieth tbe heart and overcometh the world: {4 


Then thoſe only will be 'blefſed, abe have watched 4 
kept hir garments. Let me exbort you then wy dear friends, ” 


to watch and keep your garments. Make Gop in Chriſt” | 


your refuge. Submit to the overtures of divine wercy.” 
Senſible of your guilt, and juſt expoſedneſs to endleſs ruin, 


i & { 


ly to the arms ofa Saviour. Take up the croſs of ſelf-denis 


al and follow Chriſt. Be chriſtians indeed, in heart and 
all manner of converſation, If you will not ccmply vith 
this your obvious and immediate duty, be aſſured your por- 


tion muſt be to lie down in forrew. If you will comply 


with it and ſubmit to Chrift, as the Goſpel direQs, and 


your higheſt intereſts demand, time and eternity will ſmile 
upon you. You will triumph over death, and at the laſt 
ſe emu day of account, receive the welcome of Jeſus, C 


ye bleſed of my father, inherit the kingaem prepared for you 


„rem ihe ſeundatien of ihe world, 


I now beg your patience, while I cles with a Hort ab. 
ireſs to the mourning and aKiQec ö i 
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| ( 21 5: 
Mr dran 7RIENDS, 
Go in his holy and anerring 1 has called yo 
to fingular, aftition, * The heavy, the double loſs which 


N hath. befallen your family, as. it is attended with ſeveral 


circomft;nces of peculiar. tenderneſs, muſt of neceflity 
waund your feelings very deeply. Yeu, Sir, hove cloſed 


the eyes. of two children who undoubtedly had a ſenſible in- 


tereſt in your affeRions,. And you my young friends, are 


called to part with, and lay f in the duſt, a brother and fi ter, 
with whom truſt, von k have lived i in that harmony, which 


would be the ornament of all families, We who are 
neighbours and acquaintance ſympathize with you in your 


affition; and deſire to lift our hearts to God. that he wou'd 


difpzaſt to.y91 the confulyiohs of his Fraca, give you refiz- 


' 200 do his will, that peace ia him which paſſerh all Un- 4 


derftanding, and cauſe that this aitiQion, the? for the pre- 


; ſegt not joyqus bur grevious, may work out for you a far 
more abundant and eternel weight, of glory. Let it com- | 
fort you, my, friends, that you do not MOUrn, as thoſe who | 


baye; as hope zand eſpecially, that this event bath fallen out 
unger-the d direQian of the ſu preme C Governor of the univerſe, 


| who cannot do wrong, and whoſe adminiſtrations are con ſill- 80 
ent with the mot perfect wildem and goodaeſs, Though to 


us clouds and darkneſs are round about him, juſtice and 
judggmen t gre the. habjtation of his throne. | Submit then 
to his will. Say, Thoogh the EKR tree ſhall not bloffom 


and there be no fruit in the vine, t "though the labour of the 


olive Gall fail, and the fields yield no meat, though the 
Qocks be cut off trom the fold and there be no herd in the 
1 ſtall 


Rall yet we will rejoice in the Lord 124 joy i In be 
our ſalvation,” And let me entreat yen to Improve c _ 


providence to the great purpoſes of your ternal altos - 
Conſider theſe your friends as addrefling you from their 


ſleeping duſt, Be ye al/o riady. and prepare te meet your 


Gov. Realize that the time is ſhort, and though they can- 
not return to you, you muſt go to them, Take heed that 


you watch and keep your garments. Very ſoon and you 


will be laid with them in the manſions of the dead. Lou, 
yourſelves muſt ſhortly launch into eternity. Yeu muſt in 
a few days appear before the judgment ſeat of Curr, | 


Thrice happy if you are then found to have been the true | 


followers of Cur18r. Oh may you be wiſe, may you un, 
derſtand this; may you conſider your latter end. May di- 


vine grace teach you and teach us all ſe to live, that we 
may die in peace, and de raiſed to the endleſs enjoyment of — 
that bleſſedneſs, which is the portion oſ the juſt, Now un 
to him who is the reſurrection and the life, who hath tri- 


umphed over death, and led captivity captive, be glory and 
dominion i in the church forever, AM E N. 


5 * , s - 
4 . 
. N . » 5 : » 
- * s 
q 8 . 2 : 
4 7 * 1 * x 
. ” * 7 5 - 
? - 


HEEGESESEEREEFESEEOEEE enen 


N . 
wines » <H<E 346 7 


* 
wha 
£7 
„„ * 


* 
* * 0 - 4 
a # # : 7 8 A. * * 

8 44 0 \ # + ; J 4 j +4 

4 - 

" * * 

by N * 
* : 7 s rh K 
* * 

o 6 +4 > 1 oy 4 i” " U 3 3 i 


. 9 4 
* 
: ; 
t * 4 * . 
41 +} # 44 ww 4 1 
\ ; 
: 4 
* 
* * 
«4 
* i 
Si +4 + 2 4 
* 
my . 4. * 1 2 p „ * ; NM bits 
Xi n * n 
* 5 t 7 . ? 
| — % 4 
# 
* 
Pd 
% Þ 
* 
* 
* 
7 9 oh {Gf 7 N N 1 A 22 * "mY * 1 * * 
. ne a bo I OE 148760: 12 7 1. 2 . 1 4 
„ ING 9G 1k es eG om 44h 4. 


oF: 


FS TER. 19804 g 
ee Ig . 8 


? . „ 1 
% 1 * * 1140, #4. 4 {4 
7 ' 
; . 2 % x % * 
. » . 44 9 .7# 


1 — 
ht : 1 3 1 a * *. * 
* * £54 4 4 * * o 1 2 * * * 6 5 'F 2. 1 4 * 
* A ; b 
a & * * 1 & 4 K * bs «as 4 » "5 : * 4 
: , o 
pry | * 3 { | " * £ * 
+ w 4 * > - T f 
* » * 4 14 . , " a [1 % F F Ss vs 
CY . f * of oy 
i * , * 4 
6 4 < ba * { 1 
* 5 — * = * EY 
1 ro 
= -< 
* - y 4 ; 
. * \ * 
4 - — 
8 8 * Oo " a 
@ L v % i 5 : » i * \ 1 
* % * 


v 
— 
* 1 
55 
* * * 
. * 
.* N ” | {i 
. * as. 
\ 
' : 
— 
a _ x a 4 
. 
0 TS * * 1 
» * * * i. 
en . ' bet. 
- by, 3 


